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Milceilancous Letters. 





The Prefent State of the Empire of Marocco, 
Paris, a 12°, 1694. 


Ss 1k, 


' HO we have already feveral Relations of that Empire, 

| yet I chink this will meet with a favourable Reception ; 

for ic isin a manner a Supplement to the Defects of the 

other: and befides, Monfieur.de Se. Olon the Author of 

ic, having been the French King’s Ambaflador to the Emperor of 

Marocco, it feems the prefent Relation deferveth more Credit thar 
any other. 

That Empire, fays he, is from the North to the South 250 
Leagues, that is, 750 Englifh Miles; and from the Eaf to the Wet 
about 14¢. It includes four Kingdoms, wiz. Marocco, Fez, Sas and 
Tafiler. The Town of Marocco is the Capital of the firit Kingdom, 
and has been formerly a very populous City ; but now, by reafon 
of the frequent Revolutions that have rent that Empire, there are 
hardly in it five and twenty thoufand Inhabitants. The othe: 
confiderable Towns of that Country are Saf, and Adezagan upon 
the Coafts of the Ocean; but this laft is ftillinthe Hands of the 
Portuguifes, who conftantly maintain there ajvery {trong Garifon. 
That Kingdom is divided into feven Provinces, but they are very 
ill peopled ; they fay however, that they contain thirty thoufand 
Adouards, which may come to near an hundred thoufand Souls. 
An Adenardis is a wandring Village of Arabian Families, who 
live under Tents, and remove from place.to place as often as thei 
Neceflity requires it. 
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20 Mifcellaneous Letters. 


The Kingdom of Fez, known to the Antients by the Name of 
Mauritania Tingitana, \s divided alfo into feven Provinces, but thefe 
are more populous and fertilethan thofe of AZarocco. Fez is the Me- 
cropolis of the Kingdom,as well as it is the faireft and moft populous; 
its Inhabitants being reckon’d near three hundred thoufand Souls. 
It is divided into two Parts, that which is called the old Town, is 
inhabited by white Men, and the new by Negroes. The other prin- 
cipal Towns are, Teza, Miquenez, Mamorre, Arzilla, La Rache, 
Sales, Tangier, Ceuta, Alcaffar, and Tetouan, The Storks, faysthe 
Author, are there as numerous as the Inhabitants, and it is pro- 
hibited to kill them, becaufe they believe that a Band of Arabians, 
who robbed the Pilgrims of AZecca, were metamorphofed into 
thofe Birds at the Prayers of Mahomet. 

The King of Sus is very inconfiderable, but the Inhabitants, 
who may be near fifty thoufand, are very couragious, and have de- 
fended their Liberties as much as they could. There are yet at , 
this day a good number of them, who are poflefled of two Moun- 
tains, and refufe to obey the Emperor of A4arocco, having a Chief — 
of their own Election to command them. Sus is the Capital City. 

The Kingdom of Tafilet is the leaft of the four, and has nocon- 
derable Town but Tafi/et, the Capital City. It is fituated to the 
North of Afarocco, from which it is feparated by Mount Atlas. 
Corn is very fcarcein that Country, and they are forced to make 
Bread of Dates, of which they have plenty. 

Monfieur de St. Olon having given this general Defciption of that 
Empire, comes to {peak of the Emperor, who is called Atala 
Ifmael, def{cended, ashe pretends, from A¢ahomet by Ali and Fa- 
lima, Son-in-Law and Daughter of that Prophet. He is, fays he, 
of about fifty Yearsof Age, of a middle Sizc, of a fwarthy Gom- 
plexion, lean, covetous and cruel, and during my Abode there, 
which was but one and twenty days, he killed with his own Hands 
feven and forty Men. He tells us however in another place, that he 
is witty, brave, and very dexterous in all Exercifes: and as to his 
Government, he is abfolute in his Dominions, comparing himfelf 
very often tothe Emperor of France, who, in his Opinion, is the 
only Prince that knows how to reign as well as he, (to give you his own 
words as near as I can render them): one will perhaps wonder, 
that an Ambaflador of the French King fhould mention this. But 
fo it is that he does.. 


That 
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That Prince’s Refidence is at AZiquenez in the Kingdom of Fez, 
the Place of his Bi:th, being diftant 4o Leagues from Sale, 60 
from Tetnan, and 52 from Fez. The Townis not well built, ex- 
cept the Palace, and in particular the King’s Stables, which indeed 
are masniicent. ’Tis in that City that Monfieur de St. Olon had 
Audience of the Emperor the 11th of June 1693, nine days after 
his Arrival ; during which time, he could never obtain the Liber- 
ty to receive any Vifit, nor to goabroad: The manner of his Au- 
dicnce was thus. He was conducted to the Palace, and the King 
appeared on a white Horfe, having a Lance in his Hand, and his 
Face covered with an Hankerchief. He alighted from his Horfe 
and fac down upon the Threfhold of a Door, without any Mat or 
Carpet, and then the Ambailador was brought, to whom he faid 
twice or thrice Tasbuon, that is, Very welcome. The Ambafla- 
dor made him a fine Speech, which was interpreted by a Moor, 
and approved of by the Emperor, who commended the French King 
very much, and took notice of the great Advantage the Grand 
Signior reaped by his Confederacy, and then received the Prefents 
of the Ambaffador, which, fays the Author, are abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to obtain a kind Reception in that Court. 

I could with that Mounfieur de St, Olon had been fo kind as to 
have communicated to the World the Speech he made to that 
Prince: but to fupply that Defect in fome meafure, I fhall give you 
the beginning and end of it, which I have from another Hand. 
The Refpeét and Surprize, {aid he, which your Adajefty’s Royal Afpett 
imprints, would retain me in a refpettful Silence and Admiration, as well 
as others that are admitted unto your Prefence, if I had not the Honour 
to appear before your Majesty under the Shelter of the facred Name of 
the moft High, moft Excellent, moft Powerful, Invincible, and 
always Victorious Lews the XiVth, moft Chriftian, Emperor of 
France, King of Navar, Eldeft Son of the Church, the Defender 
of the Faith, the Protector of Kings, tae Difpofer and Conqueror of 
Europe, @c. This beginning will perhaps furprize you, but the 
end ‘sno cfs extraordinary. God grant, {ayshe, that you two may 
be the abfolute Afufters of the World, wherein you reign with fo much. 
Glory. How this agrees with the Pifture he has given us of that 
Prince, | don’t fee very well. 

Munfieur de Sr. Olom has thought fit co {peak of the Religion of 
that Peopl., which is grounded upen the icoram as interpreted by 
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22 Mifcellaneous Letters. 


Dr. Meilch, one of the four Chiefs of the Sect of A¢chomet, they 
maintain the Unity of God without any Trinity of Perfons; that 
Fefus Chrift was a great Prophet, born of a Virgin; that he is not 
dead, having been taken up into Heaven, when Fudas attempted 
to betray him. They hold for Canonical the Books of Asofes, 
the Pfalms of Davsd, and the four Gofpels, as they were inter- 
preted by the Monk Sergixs ; they believe a!fo a Paradife and 2 
Hell, the Refurrection, and Predeftination. 

I have been very long in my Account of this Book, but I hope 
you will excufe me, becaufe of the Subject. I could tell you ma- 
ny other things worthy Obfervation concerning the Cuftoms of 
that Nation, the Chara&ers of the principal Men under that 
Prince, the number of his Forces, his Yearly Revenues, but I refer 
youto the Book it felf; which, I hear isa printing herein English. 
I will obferve only this to you, That in that Country there are no 
Parliaments, nor any Courts of Juftice: The Empcror is the Au- 
thor, the Interpreter, and the Judg of his own Laws, and the pub- 
lick Executioner too, and thofe Laws have no other Bounds but 
his Will. 





The Prefext State of Armenia, both as to Temporals and 
Spirituals: With a Defcription of the Country and Man- 
ners of the People. Printed iz 12°. at Paris, 1694. 


: HO the Author’s principal Defign be to give an Account of 
what Progrefs the Romifh Religion hath made in Armenia 
for fome Years, yet he immediate’y enters upon a Defcription of 
the Country, and the Manners of the Inhabitants. It is divided 
into two Parts: one of them, comprehending molt of Armenia 
major, is fubject to the King of Perfia; and the other, compre- 
hending all Armenia minor, and part of Armenia major, is fubject 
to the Grand Signior. The Mahometans are very numerous in this 
part, but yet they are exceeded by the Chriftians. The Arme- 
nians, befidesthe Turkifh Language, have alfo a vulgar Specch of 
their own, which is us’'d by the common People; and a particular 
Tongue for the Learned, which they call the Literal Language. 


They 
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They are a wellinclin’d People, and for the moft part profefs 
Chriftianity, which they were taught at firft by St. Bartholomew : 
they underwent a Perfecution in the 4th Century, and were after- 
wards confirm’d in the Faith by Gregory, confecrated by Leontins 
Bifhop of Cefarea in Cappadocia, according to St. Nico an Author 
of the 3d Age: of whofe Works we have a Fragment in the 34 
Tome of the Rabliothequé of the Fathers. 

Baronins in the Year 311. owns that the Story of this Gregory 
is alloy’d with Uncertainties and Fables; and of that fort, his 
Journy to Rome with the King Tiridares, inthe Pontificat of Syl- 
vefter, to unite the Armenians with the Roman Church, is ac- 
counted one. 

The Armenians were formerly fubject to the Patriarchs of Con- 
ftantinople in Spirituals , but falling into the Errors of Eutiches, 
they feparated from him, and eftablifhed another at fobiniadzin, 
who is no way diftinguifhed from other Ecclefiafticks, neither in his 
Apparrel, Table nor Retinue. Befides him, there is another 
at Cis in Armenia minor, whofe Eftablifhment proceeded only 
from the Wars, which having fometimes oblig’d the Patriarch 
of Fehmiadzin to fly to other Cities, they took occ:fion thence to 
arrogate a Patriarchate to themfelves. 

The Vertabiets are their Doctors, whofe Learning confifts. 
chiefly ina fmall Tincture of Literal Language, in which they 
preach to the People the Sermons of the famous Datonatfi, which 
they learn on purpofe. They live unmarricd, as do the Bifhops 
and Religious Perfons; but the fecular Priefts have Wives, and 
follow Trades to maintain their Families, - 

Befides the Eutychian Herefy, they have abundance of other 
Superftitions, and have a particular Confidence.in the Mahume. 
tan Priefts for curing of Difeafes; and after reading the Gofpel 
over the Sick, they caufe the Alcoran to be likewiferead. Their An- 
chorets lead an auftere Life, eating nothing but Herbs and Pulfe, 
and that but once a day; and are fo far from drinking of Wine, - 
that they won’t fo much as fuffer it to come within their Mona-. 
ftry. The People faft Wednefdays and Fridays, on which they’ 
eat neither Flefh nor Fifh; having moreover, feveral Months of. 
fafts which they obferve with extream Rigor: and becaufe of. 
this Abftinence, they believe their own tobe more perfect than 


the Latin Church. He addsthat thofe Fafts were for the moit - 
pars. 
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24 Mifcellaneous Letters. 
part inftituted by Hereticks, who defigned to fpread the Poyfon 
of their Errors with the greater facilicy by this external Morti- 


fications; but be brings no proof of it. He fays, that it were 


eafy to unite themto the Church of Rome if they were delivered 
from their yoke of Bondage, with the hopes whereof they com- 
fort themfelves upon the Revelation of St. Nierfes, one of their 
Patriarchs. 

inthe next place he gives an Account of the Qualities requi- 
fite for a Midionary into thofe Parts, #2. That he ought to be of 
a ftrong Confitution, proof againf{ all Seafons, able to endure 
the Fatigue of long Journeys, Watching, Hunger and Thirit, 
well vers‘d in the Languazes of the Country, their Errors and 
Faults; and ought to have a perfect Knowl dge of the Pfalms, 
Golpels, and Epiftles of St. Paw, which the Armenians have by 
heart, and concerning which they ask a thouiand Queltions ina 
day. 

Then he gives a particular Relation of what the Miffionaries 
have done there for fome Years, beginning at the Miffion ot //pa- 
han, which isthe Metropolis of Perfia and one of the greateft 
Cities of the Eaft, where, in the Suburbs of Fu/fa alone, there 
is a great Number of Chriftians. Father Chezawt the Jefuit, and 
famous Miflionary into Syria, refolved to {pend his Labours there, 
and learn’d the Language for that end: He had not, however, 
met with that Satisfaction which his Zeal defired, had it not been 
for a Letter from Lewis the Great, who obtained leave of the 
Sophi for that Eftablifhment , the Charge thereof being born by 
Mary de Gonzagues Queen of Poland, Father Kodes was the firft 
Superiour of that Miflion, and after his Death was fuceeded by 
Father Chezaut, who obtained great Favours of the Sophi, becaufe 
of his Knowledg in Phyfick andthe Mathematicks. Father Aer- 
cier was the third Superiour, and fent Itencrant Miflions into the 
Country with great Succefs. The Capuchins, Carmelites, and 
thofe of the Company of Foreign Miflions at Paris, have alfo fixe 
there fince. | 

In 1685. The Jefuits atrempted another Eftablifhment, for the 
reunion of the Armenians to the Catholick Church at Betlis, the 
Capital of a fmall State, governed by a particular Exur, who 
own but a very fimaii deperdance on the Port. Father sarnabe 
was well received there; as alfo his Bother who under{tood i 
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fick, and a little after his Arrival cur’d the Emir’s Son of a 
Dyfentery. But fince that time, both he and Father La Roche, 
who was fent to aflift him, have undergone a great Perfecuti- 
on. 

Some time after they left that Miffion, and undertook another 
to Erzerom, where M. De Guslleragues, the King’s Ambaflador at 
the Port, obtained a verbal Permiflion for their Eftablifhment. 
Father Barnabe went thither from Aleppo on foot, during the hot- 
teft Seafon, it being twenty five days Journy. He was favoura- 
bly received there, becaufe of a Patent obtained fince from 
the Grand Scignior, and hath been fuccefsful in his Labours. 

Father Roche imployed all his Talents in this Miilion, gained 
Eleazer the Grand Patriarch of the Armenians, who had decla- 
red himfelf againft the Miffionaries, cur’d him of a Difeafe, and 
in Requital obtained leave for himfelf and his Brethren to fay 
Mafs in all the Churches of the Nation. Here the Author inferts a 
Letter from Roche himfelf, recounting his Succefs : but being at laft 
fmitten with the Peftilence, while aflifting thofe that were in- 
fected, he died. The Author gives him a large Commendati- 
on, and mentions many of his remarkable Actions. 

Father Vslore was fent from I/paban to fucceed him, being aflift- 
ed by Father Portier ; who as foon ashe learned any thing of the 
Armenian Tongue, he applied himfelf to the Inftruétion of Chil- 
dren, and endeavoured to give them Impreflions of the Romifk 
Religion by their Eyes as well as their Ears, and for this end in- 
vented a Tree, whofe Leaves and Fruit reprefented all the My fte- 
ries of the fame; and by other Images he endeavoured to 
make them fenfible of the Errors, Faults and Abufes, and Super- 
ftition of the Armenians. In fine, thofe two Jefuits, fays my 
Author, fuffered a cruel Perfecution at Erzeram, whence they were 
banifh’d ; but the French Ambaflador at the Port obtained a po- 
fitive Order for their Reeftablifhment. | 

Inthe next place he defcribes the Miflion of Erivan, a City of 
Perfia, in the 40th degree of Latitude and 90th of Longitude, 
fituated at the end of a Plain, where Nobis fuppofed to have 
offered his firft Sacrifice after the Deluge. 

The Monaftry of Ichmiadzin, where the Patriarch refides, is 
within three Leagues of Ersvan, and is defcribed by the Author. 
The Jefuits having obtained — of the King of Perfia, by 
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the Intercit of Lewis the Great, to eftablifh a Refidence in that 
City, pitch’d upon Father Longeaur, to be Superiour: he arri- 
vedthere, July 18. 1684. anddied of Poifon Sepr. 12. following, 
being 38 Years of Age. Father Roux feccecded him, and was 
ore fuccefsful, having cbtained the Patriarch’s Favour, but died, 
Sept. 11. 1686, and the Patriarch contrary to Cuftom would have 
his Funeral-Obfequies perform’d with as much Meagnificence as thofe 
of Bifhops. | 

Father Dupuis arrived at Evivan on the 12th of Odober follow- 
ing, to fucceed him, and received feverai Marks of the Patri- 
arch’s Affection, having given him Medicines that cur’d him of 
a dangerous Diftemper: but he quickly chang’d Sentiments, and 
declared himfelf againft them upon the account of their Religi- 
on. Father Dupas dying, the Patriarch forbad to inter him, 
and was prevailed on with much ado to fulfer him to be buried in 
aChurch-yard ata great Diftance. 

The Miflionaries having for a long time look’d upon Chamake, 
the Capital of Kirvan in Perfta, as a Place of great Importanee 
for their Religion, becaufe Traders coming to and again conti- 
nually, could carry Inftructions into the different Provinces ; the 
Count De Siri, the Popifh Ambaflador for Perfia, carried Father 
Poitier the French Jefuit along with him, and they arriv’d there, 
Fuly 10th 1686. Portier did quickly gain the good Wiil of the 
€hriftians there, and had hopes of great Succefs, when he was 
aflaflinated by five Perfons, who entered his Chamber Septem. 27. 
1687. fet on, as was fuppofed, by a Mahometan, from whom 
the Governor had bovght the Houfe for the Miffionarics. Fa- 
ther De La Mafe was ordered from I/paban to fucceed him, and 
tho 65 Years old, went during the Rigor of the Winter alon 
with a Caravan toChamake, where he laboured with indefatigable 
Zeal. And thusour Author concludes the Miflion of Chamake, and 
euters upon that of Trebizunde, 

Which is a City of Cappadocia upon the Black Sea, whither the 
Greek Emperour retir'd after the French took Conftantincple. It 
contains about 5000 Inhabitants, whcercof the greateft Part are 
Mahometan. 

in May 1691. The Fathers Tikac, Beau Vokier, and another 
Jefuit embarq’d at Conftantinople, and after ten days Sail arrived 
at Trebizunde, where they were well received by the Bihhop and 
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his grand Vicar, who before he became Prieff was a Tailor, 
and followed the Trade ftill to gain a Liveliiood. 

Thofe three Jefuits being recall’d form Trebizunde, for good 
Reafons, Father Portser was fent thither in their place from Erge- 
rom, witha Friar, who underftood Phyfick. They arrived there 
Sepeem. 17.1692. and underltood that Father Richard, and Fa- 
ther Comel, were come thither from Conffaniinople one day before 
them. The Bafla being prejudg'd againft all of them, entertained 
them with great Threatnings. Father Come/ going thence witha 
Caravan from Erzerom, the reft were expofed, fays my Author, 
to the Perfecution of the Schifmaticks, forfaken by their Friends, 
imprifoned and laid inIrons ; from which having redeemed them- 
{elves by Money, they were fent back to Conftantinople. 

M. De Caftagueres de Chateauneuf, the French Ambatlador at the 
Port, obtain d orders for their Re-eftablifhment, which tho very 
pofitive, were but forrily putin Execution, and ferv'd only to 
irritate the Bafla more. The whole City appeared fo incenfed 
againit them, that they fpokeof nothing lefs than trying them 
as Impoftors, and having furpriz’d the Miniftersof the Port. But 
quickly after they appeas’d the Bacha, by curing him of an Ulcer 
in his Hand, and his Son oi a tedious Diftemper 3 whereupon he 
fuffered them to exercife their Functions. 

The Author having difcours’d of thefe Miffions, he propofes 
Methods which the Miflionaries ought to make ufe of to gainthe 
Armenians, and eftablifh the Cccholick Religion amongft them. 
They all iilne in this, that tuey ought to reform their Manners 
without e%tering upon Controverfies, fhould teach them the Do- 
ctrine without touching upontie Difcipline, and endeavour to 
acquire the good Will of the Lilhops, Vertabiets and Priefts, who 
are much refpected by the People; that they ought to fend flying 
Mifions into-the Country, and open Schools and Seminaries. The 
Projects of thofe Seminaries were printed at Paris laft Year, and 
propos'd by Father Portier, who return’d to Conftamtinople in 
Ottober with feven other Miflionaries, where they labour for that 
Eftablifhment. . 
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the Intereit of Lewis the Great, to eftablifha Refidence in that 
City, pitch’d upon Father Longeaur, to be Superiour: he arri- 
vedthere, July 18. 1684. and died of Poifon Sept. 12. following, 
being 38 Years of Age. Father Rox fucceeded him, and was 
sore fuccc{ful, having cbtained the Patriarch’s Favour, but dicd, 
Sept. 11. 1686. andthe Patriarch contrary to Cuftom would have 
his Funeral-Obfequies perform’d with as much Megnificence as thofe 
of Bifheps. | 

Father Dupuis arrived at Evivan on the 12th of Odober follow- 
ing, to fucceed him, and received feveral Marks of the Patri- 
arch’s Affection, having given him Medicines that cur’d him of 
a dangerous Diftemper: but he quickly chang’d Sentiments, and 
declared himielf againft them upon the account of their Religi- 
on. Father Dspas dying, the Patriarch forbed to inter him, 
and was prevailed on with much ado to futer him to be buried in 
aChurch-yard ata great Diftance. 

The Miflionaries having for a long time look’d upon Chamake, 
the Capital of Kirvan in Perfia, as a Place of great Importanee 
for their Religion, becaufe Traders coming to and again conti- 
nually, could carry Inftructions into the different Provinces ; the 
Count De Sirs, the Popifh Ambaflador for Perfia, carried Father 
Poitier the French Jefuit along with him, and they arriv’d there, 
Fuly 10th 1686. Portier did quickly gain the good Wiil of the 
€hriftians there, “and had hopes of great Succefs, when he was 
aflaffinated by five Perfons, who entered his Chamber Septem. 27. 
1687. fet on, as was fuppofed, by a Mahometan, from whom 
the Governor had bovght the Houfe for the Mifflionarics. Fa- 
ther De La Mafe was ordered from //paban to fucceed him, and 
tho 65 Years old, went during the Rigor of the Winter along 
witha Caravan toChamake, where he laboured with indefatigable 
Zeal. And thusour Author concludes the Miflion of Chamake, and 
euters upon that of Trebizunde, 

Which is a City of Cappadocia upon the Black Sea, whither the 
Greek Emperour retir'd after the French took Conftanrincple. It 
contains about sooo Inhabitants, whcrcof the greateft Part are 
Mahometan. 

in May 1691. The Fathers Tillac, Beau Vokier, and another 
Jefuit embarq’d at Conftantinople, and after ten days Sail arrived 
at Trebizunde, where they were well received by the Bifhop and 
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his grand Vicar, who before he became Prieft was a Tailor, 
and followed the Trade ftill to gain a Liveliliood. 

Thote three Jefuits being recall’d form Trebizwnde, for good 
Reafons, Father Portser was fent thither in their place from £rze- 
rom, witha Friar, who underftood Phyfick. They arrived there 
Sepeem. 17.1692. and underltood that Father Richard, and Fa- 
ther Come, were come thither from Conftaniinople one day before 
them. The Bafla being prejudg'd againft all of them, entertained 
them with great Threatnings. Father Come: going thence witha 
Caravan from Erzerom, the reft were expofed, fays my Author, 
to the Perfecution of the Schifmaticks, forfaken by their Friends, 
imprifoned and Jaid inIrons ; from which having redeemed them- 
{elves by Money, they were fent back to Conftantinople. 

M. De Caftagueres de Chateauneuf, the French Ambaflador at the 
Port, obtain d orders for their Re-eftablifhment, which tho very 
pofitive, were but forrily putin Execution, and ferv'd only to 
irritate the Bafla more. The whole City appeared fo incenfed 
againit them, that they fpoke of nothing lefs than trying them 
as Impoftors, and having furpriz’d the Miniftersof the Port. But 
quickly after they appeas’d the Bacha, by curing him of an Ulcer 
in his Hand, and his Son o: a tedious Diftemper 3 whereupon he 
fuffered them to exercife their Functions. 

The Author having difcours’d of thefe Miffions, he propofes 
Methods which the Miflionaries ought to make ufe of to gain the 
Armenians, and eftablifh the “ccholick Religion amongft them. 
They all illve in this, that tuey ought to reform their Manners 
without ¢%tering upon Controv ecfies, fhould teach them the Do- 
ctrine without touching upontie Difcipline, and endeavour to 
acquire the good Will of the Lifhops, Vertabiets and Priefts, who 
are much refpected by the People, that they ought to fend flying 
Mifions into-the Country, and open Schools and Seminaries. The 
Projects of thofe Seminaries were printed at Paris laft Year, and 
propos'd by Father Portéer, who return’d to Conftantinople in 
Oftober with feven other Miflionaries, where they labour for that 
Eftablifhment. 
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An Anfwer to a Paper written by Count D’ Avaux, the 
French Kjxg’s Aimbaffador in Sweden, concerning the 
Propofals of Peace made by France to the Confederates. 
Printed for Richard Baldwin zeay the Oxford-Arms in 
Warwick-Lane. 1694, 


Don doubt, bet thar yeu have heard of the Propofals of Peace, 
made by Fraxce to the Confederates, and with what Scorn they 
have been received, fnce they have not as yct given any Anfwer 
tothem. as being difadvantagious, and far from the End they have. 
propofed to thernfelves in prefecuting this War. Montieur D?A4- 
gauc, who knew it welleno.gh, thought fit however by the Duty 
of his Place, to publifn a Paper to {epport the Conditions offered: 
by his Maiter, wherein he has endeavoured to fhew, 1. That the 
fers mace by France, are advantagious to all the Confederates in’ 
general, and to every one of them tn particular. 2. That they: 
are fuch as may eitablifha firm and lafting Peace in Chriftendom. 
And, 3. Thatthe King of Sweden is ingaged in Pcint of Honour. 
and Intereit, to prefs the Confederates to accept of thofe Terms. 
*Tis to that Paper, that the Author of this Treatife anfwers,. 
and as plainly and fairly as could be expected from a great Statef- 
man. He fheweththe Weaknefs of the Reafons alledged by Count 
D’ Avaux to prove the Reafonablenefs of his Mafter’s Offers ; and: 
then he demonftrates that they are difadvantagious to all the Con-- 
federates in general, and. to every one of them in particular. 
2. Our Author fhews with no lefs Evidence,. that it is not the De- 
fign of the French King to have a lafting Peace with his Neigh-. 
bours; and that fuppofing he had, the Terms he propofeth can 
never conduce tothat happy End.. And laftly he proves, tha: it is: 


me) 


neither the Intereft nor Honour of the King of Sweden to inter pofe- 
his Mediation with the Confederates to oblige them to accept of: 


thofe Offers. This Anfwer containing but few Sheets, I fhall inift: 
no longer upon it, I fhall conclude with two Remarks ; the firfi I 
addrefs to the Facobites, and the fecond to fuch «as have an extra- 
yagant Idea of the Power of France. 


Will the Prince of Orange, fays Monfieur D’Avaux, be fome- 


mh 


hing elfe than King of England? Cannot three Kingdoms satisfy 
fica ?. 





* 
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him? And what can he defire more, ince France offers to renew 
the old Treaties between the two Kingdoms, provided the Eavlifh 
reftore to the French what they have taken from them in the Wef- 
Indies? WJhat grounds our Jacobites have to rely fo much as they 
do upon the Freneh King’s Promifes, I don’t know but on the 
contrary, I plainly fee that he has entirely forfaken the late King’s 
Intereft. 

Thereare fome other People among us, that cannot believe, that 
it will be in the Power of Mortal Men to humble the Grandure of 
the French King 5 yet Count D’ Avaux tells the King of Smeden, 
In cafe it {hould-happen that France, notmithftanding all her Vittories by. 
Sea and Land, fheuld lofe a confiderable Battel at laff, it would hardly 
be in the Power of bis Majefly (that is, the King of Sweden) to raife 
the dejetied Party. Methinks fuch a Confeflion, that no doubt has 
coft very dear to that Ambailador, ought to convince any Man that 
the Power of France, tho great, is not yet out of the reach of crofs. 
Fortune, fince it depends on the lofs of a Battel. 





Reflections upon Antient and Modern Learning, by W.Wot- 
ton, B.D. Printed at London, in 8°. 1694. 


THis Learned Author gives an Account thatthe Reafons of his. 

A Undertaking are, (1.) That we may know what Parts of 
Learning are ftill unfinifhed, what in a manner perfect, and confe- 
quently what deferves the greateft Application, becaufe imperfect 5, 
which may induce thofe who have a Genius and Inclination to. 
promote Learning, to endeavour to compleat it in ail its parts. 
(2.) That he believed it might be fome way fubfervient to Reli- 
gion, as overthrowing that Hypothelis of the Eternity of the World, 
(3.) The Ufefulnefs of an accurate Search into Nature, to lead us. 
directly to its Author, and ieave the unbelieving World without 
Excufe. The Author acts the part of a Mediator betwixt SirW, 
Temple and Monfieur Perrault, His firft Chapter contains general’ 
Reflections on the State of the Queftion : In his fecond Chapter he: 
concludes that Moral Knowledg, ftri€tly fo called, was as well 
known by the Antients as the Moderns, but-denies that it is jaft to: 
infer from thence, that the Antients had a greater force of Ge- 


nius than the Moderns. . 
Hiss 
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His third Chapter is of Antient and Modern Eloguence and 
Poefy, wherein he tells us, that the diftance of Time takes off 
Envy, and our being accniiomed from our Childhood to hear them 
commended, prepcliefles us intovour of the Antients: Adding be- 
fides, that the Mafters of writing in all thefe feveral ways do to 
this day appeal to the Anticits as their Guides, viz. Homer, Ari- 
flotle, Virgn, Horace, Ovid and Terence for Pocts, Demofthenes, 
Aviftole, Lully, Cusntilian ard Longinus for Orators: But he will 
not allow that this proceeds from a greater Force of Genius in the 
Antients, but from other Reafons, and thofe of fucha nature as 
render the Difparity betwixt the Antients and Moderns irremedia- 
ble, viz. the peculiar Smoothnefs of the Greek Language, which 
he fays happened accidentally, it being derived from the Hebrew 
and Phenician Tongue which is rough and unpolifl’d, abounding | 
with fhort Words and harfh Confonants, whereas the Greek has 
a vaft variety of long Words; whereia long and fhort Syllables 
are agrecably intermix’d. And then he proves, by comparing the 
Antient Latin with the Modern Tufcan, that a derived Language 
may be fweeter than its Mother-Tongue : the Tufcan being fo ve- 
ry Mufical that no Art can mend it 3 for Bocace’s Writings, tho 
he lived 300 Years ago, are often appealed to by the Dictionary 
of the Academy della Crufca. A fecond Reafon of the great Ve- 
neration paid tothe Greek Poets, was, becaufe their wife Men 
put all their Theological and Philofophical Inftructions into Verfe. 
A third Reafon was the Conftitution of the Grecian Governments, 
which encouraged the Greeks to cultivate their Eloquence, that 
they might be able to complement the People upon all occafions. 
He proves that thofe Accidents, and not a particular Force of 
Genius, raifed the Efteem of the Grecian Poefy and Oratory, by 
the Hiftory of thofe Arts amongft the Romans, who were forced 
to yicld therein to the Greeks, tho the Majeftick Gravity of the 
Latin Tongue enabled Lucretius and Virgil to do fuch great things 
in their feveral ways; and that Language having noble and char- 
ming Beauties, which Modern Langages want, hath given the Pre- 
ference to their Poets and Orators. And on the whole he draws 
this Conclufion, That the prefent Age, with the fame Advantages 


and under the fame Circumftances, might produce a Demofthenes, 
Cicero, Horace, or Virgil, 


In 








F2lumb.2. Mifcellaneous Letters. 21 


In his fourth Chapter he difagrees from Monfieur Perrax/t’s Hy- 

pothefis, That Moder Orators and Poets are more cxcellent than 
the Antients, anfwers his principal Propofition of Mens having im- 
prov'd thofe Arts, defends the Simplicity of the Antients, the 
Method of Tully’s Offices, the Connection of Virgil's eAneis, and 
reflects upon the French Romances as always ending 'n a general 
Wedding. He takes notice of the Injury done to Thucydides, in 
compering him with the Bifhop of Azeavx, and complains of the 
Injuilice of the French in comparing the Works of their own 
Oratcrs and Poets written in French, withthe Tranfl:tions of the 
Antients into their Language, becaufe they lofe their Beauty by 
the Tranflation ; And he tells them that the French Tongue wants 
Strength to temper and fupport its Smoothnefs for the nobler 
Parts of Poefy and Oratory too. 
His fifth treats of Antient and Modern Grammar, and here he 
confiders Sir W. Temple’s Aflertion, That no Man ever difputed 
Grammar with the Antients, allcdging that fome Modern Criticks 
may have underftood the Grammatical Conftrudtion of Latin as 
wellas Cafar or Varro, and of Greek as well as Ariftarchus or He- 
rodian: That Dr.Wals his Englifh Grammar may vie with any 
thing of the Antients of that kind; and that //ocrates himfelf could 
not be more nice in the Numbers of his Periods, than thofe of the 
French Academy have been astotheir Language. And as to Phi- 
lofophical Grammar, our Author fays, that any great Perfor- 
mances of that fort are to be look’d upon as Modern Increafes to 
the Common- wealth of Learning: The moft confiderable of that 
kind being Bp Wlkins’s Effay towards a Real Character and Philo- 
fophical Language, and fomething relating to the fame Subject in 
the third Book of Mr. Lock’s Eflay of Human Underftanding. 

His fixth treats of Antient and Modern Architecture, Statuary 
and Painting, wherein he is {paring of his Cenfure, but favourable 
to the Moderns, ard contents himfelf to repeat what Monfieur 
Perrault hath writ on thofe Subjects, but infers that the World does 
not decay fo faft in thofe things as Sir W. Temple belicves. 

His feventh contifts of ceneral RefleClions relating to the fol- 
lowing Chapters; with an Account of Sir W. Temple's Hypothetis 
of the Hiftory of Learning ; and he isof Opinion that the Mc- 
derns excel the Antients in Mathematical and Phyfical Sciences. 


7 His 
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His 8th treats of the Learning of Pythagoras, and the molt an- 
tient Philofophers of Greece 5 wherein he takes notice of the Hy- 
perbolical Way ufed by the Greeks in any thing that they com- 
mended: fo that it’s hard to know how far they may be believed, 
when they write of Men and Actions at any diftance from their 
own Time; whence Grecia Mendax became a Proverb among the 
Romans. Then as to Pythagoras he tells us, that by the 47h Pro- 
pofition in the firft Book of Euclid, which is unanimoufly afcrib’d 
to him asthe Inventer, we can hardly think him a profound Ma- 
thematician ; and yet this isthe only very confiderable Inftance of 
the real Learning of Pythagoras that is preferv'd. He adds, that 
Fythagoras acquir’d the Veneration of his Scholars by obliging them 
to go through a Trial of five Years Silence, and refign their Un- 
cerftandings to his Dictates; and that he obtain’d a great Repu- 
tation by appeafing great Difturbances in the Itahan Common- 
wealths, through his Skillin the Arts of CivilPrudence. Then he 
gives us a Tafte of fome Pythagorean Notions as to their Explica- 
fionof Generation, and wifhes they were compar’d with Dr. Har. 
vey’s upon the fame Subject. Then he makes fome Remarks on 
the antient Sages, as foretelling Eclipfes, Earthquakes, Storms, 
Drovghts, Plagues, Plenty, Scarcity, @c. and their Power of 
raifing and allaying Storms, appealing Tumults, and making 
Plagues toceafe. Our Author advances, that their ferene regular 
Climates enabled them to make fuch Predictions 3 but if the refulr 
of all their Obfervation be compris’d in Aratus’s Diofemia, and 
Pirgil’s Georgics ; fuch as thofe upon the Snufts of Candles, the 
croaking of Frogs, Cc. hethinks them to be altogether as notable 
as the Farmer’s Prefage of an approaching Shower, becaufe his 
Red Cow prick’d up her Tail. And then he concludes with fome 
pleafant, if not ridiculous, Difcoveries of Epedocles, to ftop pefti- 
lential Vapors, by hanging up the Skins of Alles betwixt the Town 
of Agrigentum and the Wind, and of Democritw, by which he 
could difcern whether 2 young Woman were deflower’d or not 
by her Looks; and know the Colour of a Goat, and how many 
Kids fhe had had by looking on her Milk. 

The oth treats of the Hiftory and Mathematicks of the anticnt 
Ezyptians ; wherein he owns that Learning was confin’d to ther, 
and the Ifraelites before the Grecian Times, and that they dc- 
{erve Commendation for laying the Foundations of Sciences, but 

won’s 
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‘won't allow that all that has been added fince, is originally due to 
them. Then he takes notice of the Egyptians pretended Exact- 
nefs, by appointing a College of Priefts to tranf{mit their Hiftory 
to Pofterity, and infcribing all their Inventions in Phyfick, Mathe- 
maticks, Agriculture and Chymiftry, on Pillarsin their Temples, 
and confining Men to one particular Part of Learning. But not- 
withftanding all this, he obferves that their Hiftory is fabulous, 
inconfiftent, and deficient, as having loft both the e#ra of their 
Pyramids, andtheir great Conqueror Sefoftris , which inclines him 
to believe that they were far from that pretended Exactnels; and 
that A4anetho did only fet up an Anti-hiftory to that of the Jews, 
pretending to go beyond them in Antiquity. He allows the 
Egyptians to have laid the firft Foundation of the Wethenvaticks, 
but thinks they made no great Proficiency in them; becaufe Py- 
thagoras, whom he fuppofes to have learn’d all that he could from 
them, is famous for nothing of that Nature, but the 47 Propoti- 
tions of the firft Book of Euclid. He adds, that. the Philofophers 
of the Alexandrian School would not have cited P/ato for their 
Opinions, if they had been of the original Growth of their own 
Country : and concludes, that there is nothing confelledly Egyp- 
tian to compare with the Writings of Archimedes, Apollonius, Per- 
ges, or Diophantus. 

His toth Chapter treats of the Natural Philofophy, Medicine 
and Alchimy of the antient Egyptians. Their Phyfick he fays was 
very famous in Homer's time, and many Wonders are told us of 
Hermes the pretended Father of the Chymical Art. But he ac- 
quaints us, that though the Egyptian Remedies are very often 
mentioned by Galen, yet he feldom takes notice of any of their 
Hypothefes, by which we can only judg whether they were able 
Phyficians : for the Weft-Indian Savages perform many aftonilh- 
ing Cures by their Medicines, and yet are never efteem’d able 
Phyficians. Headds, that the Phyfical Notions of the Egyptians 
were built upon Aftrological and Magical Foundations; whence 
he infers, that they were not very nice in enquiring into the Na- 
ture of their Remedies, or Conftitution of their Patients. Here 
he refers the Reader for farther Satisfaction to Conrixgius’s Dil- 
courfe of the old Egyptian Medicines. 

Inthe next place he takes notice of a particular fort of Phy- 
fick, usd only by the Egyptian Priefts, and kept fecret — 
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trom. Strangers, but Natives; wherein by the help of the 


crand El:xir which was made of the Philofophers Stone, they 
could almof do any thing but reftore Life to the Dead, and the 
invention of this is attributed to Hermes. Our Author doth take 
nctice that the Patrons of this pretended Art endeavour to an- 
fwer the Objection frem tie Silence of the Antients, as to this 
Aflair, by imagining thar all the fabulous Stories of the Grecks, 
fave a Relation tothefe Chymical Arcana; as that Fa/ous golden 
iiecce was only a Receipt to make the Philofopher’s Stone : that 
Ntedea reltored e#fon her Father-in-Law to Youth by the Grand 
"lixir, and that the Kings of Egypt, buile the Pyramids with the 


Vrcafure aflorded by thofe Furnaces. And Borrichius applies moft' 


of the Old Heathen Mythology, tothe Chymical Secrets. But 
Yulins Fireiteus was the firft Author that mention’d Alchimy by 
Name, and dedicated his Book to Con/ftantine the Great. He adds, 
that if there had been fuch an Art, fome of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, who were fucceflively Mafters of Egypt, would have men- 
tion’d it at leaft ; and when Nero fent into Africa, to find fome 
Gold which was pretended to be hid under-ground, he would cer- 
tainly have examin’d into the Tradition, and punifh’d thofe who 
did either falily pretend to it, or would not, difcover it: and an- 
{iwers the Cbjection of their concealing the Art from their Con- 
guerors, that tho they might have concealed the Rule and Pre- 
cepts, yet they could not have conceal’d the Memory that ever 
there was fuch an Art. 

Our Author fays further, that ifthis Artof making Gold had 
been known before the Perfian Congueft, it is not credible that 
it fhould n ver have been pretended to before Déoclefian’s time, 
who is {aid to have burnt great Numbers of Chymical Books, 
which gave an account of the Procefs. Then he enquires at thefe 
Advocates for the Antiquity of Chymiftry, who pretend that 
Mofes ground the Golden Calf to Powder by that Art: how they 
will reconcile itto that of Theophraftus, Lib. de Lapidibus, who 
faysthat the Art of extracting Quick-fil.ers from Cimabar, was 
not known “till 90 Years b fore his Time; feeing the modern 
Adepti affirsi it to be the Seed of all Metals: and anfwers 
the Objection that theirs is not the common Mercury by an Affer- 
tion of Eireneus Philalethes one of the cleareft Writers that ever 
wrote upon this Subject, that natural Mercury Philofophically pre- 
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Pard is tie Philofopbical Menfiruum, andthe diffelvent Mercury, Vii 
the next place our Author exprelfles himfelf thus, as to the Art 
it felf, that tho there are reafonable Prejudices againit the Be- 
lief of the cruth of it, yet itis hard to contradict {uch a general, 
and well attefted Vraditior , that till the feminal Principles, from 
which Metals are compounded, be perfectly known, the poflibili- 
ty ofthe Operation cannot be difproved : but es awife Man can- 
not rafhly cisbelicve what is io confidently afierted, fo he ought 
not to {pend much Time and Coft about it, till fome of the 
Adepti be $o kind as to give him the Receipt. 

Our Author goes next to their Skill in Anatomy, and particu- 
larly che Opinion of their Pricfts that there’s a Nerve which 
coc; from the Heart to the little Finger of the left Hand, aud 
tuat che Alexandrian Embalmers obferved a conftant Increafe and 
Diminntion of Weight of the Hearts of thofe found Perfons 
whoin they opened , whereby they judged of their Age: and thus 
they alledged that the Heart of an Infant ofa Year old,weighed two 
Drachms, and encreafed annually two Drachms till they came to 
the Age of Fifty 5 at what time they as gradually decreas‘d till they 
came to an hundred,. when for want of an Heart they muft necefla- 
rily die. Then he proceeds to their Curiofities in Natural En- 
quiries, and blames their Ignorance as to the Caufe of the Annual’ 
Overflowing of the Nile; and upon the whole concludes, that 
there’s no reafon to give the Egyptians the Preeminence in point 
of Knowledg of all Mankind, though they deferve great Applaufe 
for what they difcover’d : fothat when the Holy Scriptures allure. 
us that Afofes was skill’d in all the Learning of the Egyptians, they 
give him the greateft Character for Humane Knowledg that could 
thenbe giventoa Man. He acknowledges that the Lnvention of 
brewing Malt-drinks, was afcrib’dto the Egyptians, that their 
Performances in Architecture, were wonderful; and that their 
Laws are acknowledged to have been very wife. 

The Book is fo full of critical and various Learning, that we 
could not give a juft Idea of it without exhibiting a brief View of 
every Chapter; and therefore muft referve the following Part of 
it to the next Week. 
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Books lately printed beyond Sea. 


Greater Juridicus de Fare Confitiorss conclufionibus juris publici & privati, 
_ prxprimis ad Capiularionem noviflimam Romanorum Regis Augufti 
FOSE PHT YX, Hungarixz Regis, Archiducis Auftriz, Oc, Obfervationibus Hi- 
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Books Lately printed in England. 


HE, Compleat Mother: Or, an earneft Perfwafive to all Mothers ( efpecialls 

thofe of Rank and Quality) to nurfe their own Children. By Aei:y New- 

came, M. A. and Reftor of Tatten-ball in the County Palatine of Cheffer, Printed 
for 7, Wyat at the Rofe in Sr. Paul's Church-yard, 1694. 

The Art of Patience, and Balm of Gilead under all Affiictions : An Appendix ro 
the Art of Contentment, by the Author of Zhe whole Duty of Man. The fecond 
Impreflion, with Additjonal Prayers furable to the feveral Occafions. Printed 
for E. Moy, at the Three Bibles in St. Paul's Church-yard, 1694. 

Dr. Comber’s Reafons for the praying for the Peace of Ferafalem. A Faft-Sermon. 

Yefterday was publifhed an Etlay againft Simony: Both printed for Robert 
Clavel at the Peacock in St. Paai’s Church-yard. 

Philofophical Tranfaétions, 4°. Printed for Sam, Smith and Bery. Walford at 
the Prince's Arms in St, Paal’s Church-yard. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


F any Acthor or Book felker is willing to give novice of any Work that 
he is about to publifh, te Atv, Lindtey Bookfeller in Chancery-lane, 

he may beth prevent the interfering of any other, and have an Ad- 
vertifement in this Weebly Paper to defire the Afiltance of the Learned, 
if shsy think it needful, | 


/ 
a 

















PE AON ST IIT ES OT 


| 





